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At a FLY + a hows number of Gentlemen, of this , 


and the neighboring; Towns, tq-celebrate the Anni 


Anniver- 
ay of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 9 
OTE D., Hat Joszex ALLEN, E/q. Sanuk 


FLAC, Eig. Col. DanitL Clare, Epward BAx es, 


EA. and WILIA SrEDNAN, Eg. de Committee to 


uait on the Rev. Mr. AUSTIN, to thank him for the an- 
 2mated and patriotic ORATION, delivered by him, this | 
| day. and to requeſt a coy theres for the Preſs. Dy, 


The Committee waite: 


ed on him agcordingly, and reveiv- | 
ed the following ANSWER : . 


ene, July 61h, OY 
GENTLEMEN 


tention, received from you, dated ! July the ath. The can- 
dor and politeneſs of my fellow citizens have made a deep 


| impreſſion on n mind, which will not be eafily obliterated. , 


| ed to their ſutiafafHiong ove gerad. 
20% of that patriotiſm, which ts Fred extent vely diffuf- 


8d; or to tie 8 5 —4 individual, who 2 is for- 


Four oblige and very 5 A — 4 
F AUSTIN. 
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"little — which will appear, in the man⸗ 
nagement of ſubjects, to which it would be un- 
| pardonable not ta direct your attention, will 
be venial in one, who is trammeled by pro- 
feſſional r, public ode. but Ferevgn, 
and confined, 5 
Me are aſſerabled, on this quniverſary feſ. : 
tival, my Countrymen, to commemorate the 
memorable epoch of the Birth of our Nation. 
The fourth of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſix, 
was the day of the Political Nativity of the 
United States of America. It as then, that 


we emerged from the minuteneſs, and depend- 


ence, of a colonial exiſtence, to the majeſty 
of a conſolidated, and formidable Nation. It 
was then, that we took our nk. AS one, a- 


mong the ir dependent 1 on of th 
. woffd. \Forowr vill to.beynn>; 0 our. ablic 
| and ſolemn dec ratic 
a declaration, founded 


leave. no triumph in ente oppreſ- 


ſors. © In this reſolution; we have not been 
Sh and the preſent Soy als 


r ee our national exiſtence. 


ica, a ivy eme gladneſs, which we cel 
ebrate with the ardor of extenſive hilseitys it 
—_— to b ſure of its prop briety, 


e denen ch the W 
ries, or the ſenupatrootac friends of our Inde- 
. pendence, and of our National Government, 
or damp its joys. No wiſe man will aban- 
don himſelf: to an indecent hilar 


on an immoral, and indefenſible baſis. He 


will e Ha: to the governmen' 


mſelf i fpport by her indubitable Slide; 
„„ „fee 


mn, and the moſt 3 
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en e mich e ſufferings, . 

and not unfrequently terminate in accumu- 

| lated wretehedneſs. And the ſpirit of revolu- 

tionuim leems to be now the political a 
en e We muſt take care 

of our creed, then, in this reſpect 

reverence is unqueſtionably due nnn 

tion. „ be e vaſt building, 

| — in les fall; Yet, neither pre- 
55 Ceription on the one hand, ae —— 

1 r ae: „ will juſtify ignomin- 


which this 4686 We ag or eee 5 


—— ng 


toys, and fal with thes ment 1 : 
e en r asd of l Sa 


pleaſed with a ſolid advantage, and capable of 
ſubmitting, 1 _ On o 
the narroweſt SOS 7 b 


rere it n m 


„ leſt we 


| portable 3 5 : 91 XP Fatt 7 2 11 1 
. were tho + who, ohen gg 


nd aut 


7 Franzis, and the 'RuTLEDGEs/ of our 


on 2 


| fignjng the inftrument of out eternal ſepara- 
tion from the Engliſh government, ſhri 


try; or tremhling at the moſt diſtant ſound 
e. e ee dm 


enter es ant 
fouriſhing Republic. There 


| the preſent-day, hd think, PSUR tin 
| would have been more eligible, had we re- 
mies. And there are, per- 
pgs, who are yet of the opinion, that 

[tic n was che eee 


_  mained mere colon 


2 18 
bas _ pats, 


Hind fajection was about to bo publicly ” 
7 rtatively abjured; when the Han- 
AWMSES, the SHeRMANs,: the 


W rd, with the intrepidi- 
ty of veterans; and; hazarded their heads, by 


back from the imaginary gt ine which they 
ſuppoſed us to be plunging. Holden by pre-. 
poſſeſſions in favor of the then mother coun- 
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E |... frontiers'; in ſhort, to be tied down, hands 


— — — 


ken. if moral principle have: been p 
jo ed, we admit, that we ought to Pol heſi- 
feſtivity of our nation. But, whiat compact 
g exiſted; where e e ee in what 
page of what book is it printed, or written; 
rea law. of An Leib e ede of 


| eee e n ann 
zens unhouſed, and ſlaughtered ; the ſavages 
excited to ſound the war whoop, around our 


and 
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FE 


: 1 3 3 to a a polite Aud In un+ 
der the weight of a government, with reſpect 

_ _ toius at leaſt, abſolutely arbitrary, and fla- 
 grantly cruel? Had the original appointments 
of Nature, and the radical principles of Liber- 


®. 


| ty, the moſt familiar of which is, the doctrine, 


that power originates with the people, and is 
ſubject to their modification; ever been ſo com- 


pletely reverſed, as that a territory ſo. remote- 


ly ſituated, ſo extenſive, ſo evidently deſtined 
to a future uncontrollable greatneſs, the nur- 
ſery of an independent yeomanry; wholly un- 
_ acquainted with the monopolies of the feudal = 
| vaſſalage, ſhould be holden, by any moral 
bond, to yield to ſuch unbounded aggreſſions? 
Do not the waves of the Atlantic, the varie- 
ties of our climate, the productions of our 
Hi, the ſtrata of our mountains, and our un- 
meaſurable foreſts, preſenting the ampleſt 
materials of an immenſe future N ce, and 
a2 perfect national ſecurity, proclaim, even in 
the ears of infancy itſelf, a different language? 
If reſiſtance! here, then, were unlawful, it 
muſt always be unlawful 1 n, indulge a | 


a= perfect 
de muſt der be « crime, - On. this 
principle, : 


SI ac at * · 1 

+ od S044 5644 <<: eee 
> e 1 

—— — . By — z 1 


n 
F rea DG nn NE 
r 


2 
= 
— 2 


pe * "He 

Ke FO £ 

15 e e LAG Kod 
# =” a * 


dae eee and ee eee, whe PAY 


ling doctrine of high churchmen, and polit- 
ical bigots, is incontrovi 
. 2. 2 ee 


overtibly eſtabliſhed : 
_ oy OE? its One 12 


8 ee e Be it 10. 1 
ales: of filial duty to mY the orien 1 


| of deſpotic, and cruel fathers ?- 39 


With reſpect to thoſe who doubt this poli 5 
cy; or public utility of our Independence in 


fact, it might be ſafficient to aſk; whether it 


be better to be a child or a man; an appren- 
tice, or a maſter; a pupil, or an adept in all 


knowledge ; ; a flave, who has his taſk ſet, and 
his pint of rice given him, or the irreſponſi- 


ble manager of an extenſive property? To 
what a ſtrange political incredulity are the 


men ſubject? By what kind of political arith- 
metic do they calculate? To appreciate the . 
. utility of our National Indepen 
we muſt not look through the Jaundiced eye 
bol prejudice, or of foreign attachments 
with the clear viſion of unbiaſſed, and exten 
ſſiive obſervation, we muſt juſtl 
by Progreſs of- N 88 N when um refiſt- 


enee duly, 


; but, 


. 


ly estimate the 


anne, . * 


11 
24 


| ingly admitted; its effefts on the body, politic, = 
in cramping every effort of genius, diſcour- . 
aging enterpriſe, and exhauſting the ſprings, 
we muſt look at facts, 
as they, exiſt, in regions of abſolute colonial, 


of. public proſſ Fol 


de Yer dence; 3. we muſt. review all the paſt pa- 
ges of our on political hiſtory, during the 
5 period which has elapſed ſince the declaration. 
of our. Independence ; conſider the unparal- 


leled increaſe of our population, our com- 2 
merce, and our improvements in arts, and. 


learning, the incomparably excellent nature 


of our. political inftitutions, and the ſpirit of 


enterpriſe, which is diffuſed even to the ex- 
tremities of our country ; and with the eye 


of all the prophecy we poſſeſs, which may be 
: ſomewhat conjectural, but conſiderably cer- 


tain, at leaſt probable, Plunge | into far diſ- 
tat periods, „and ſee a growing proſperity, 
correſpondent, to wht; 5 have * ex- 
DOA 9 e bg eg e | 8 
Vith reges ta bat i paſt we have more 
than bange 8 iti e have indu ita 


EA of. the progreſs, of our 
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Publ priictty has 
With an accelerated ſpeed, exceeding the moſt 
ſangulne predictions of our warmeſt political 
calculators. We have exhibited a phenome- i 


. 
1 ” * 
9 4 7 » co ! 
—— 8 
=: = y f 
' 
ith IS ˖ Ps Ne ber 
mr 
a s 


e n 1 in fact advancing, a 9 


non, Which the world never ſaw, a nation 
deliberately conſtructing, adopting, and exe- 
cuting, under ſingular auſpices, without blood, 2 
almoſt without the quarrel of words, a form i 


of government, fraught with wiſdom, and 


adminiſtered with firmneſs, We have moved 


forward, with our ſwords in one direction, 


and under the guidance of one Captain. We 
have followed nim with bleſſings, into the 
retirements of a tranquil old age, and have at- 


tached ourſelves, fave a few reſtleſs partizans, 
with equal zeal, and confidence, to his ven- : 
erable ſucceſſor, This is the paſt, 


And what is the future ? Here, I am ſenſi- : 
ble, political enthuſiaſm has ſometimes: ſoar- 


ed, till it became dizzy. But, unleſs our 
diviſions, our cowardice, or our libertiniſm 
obſcure it, what hinders, but that the eye of 
political faith terminate in a proſpett of un- 


bounded, and irradiated glory, as the triumph- | 


ant ſequel of our national ſtruggles ? What 
| elle can 8 the Re of future cit- 


ies 


2 


9 Oe. ps r F 


| 16s "ſg, with u le grandeur, to view, 
aper monuments of human art and induſ- 

try erected, diſtant foreſts converted into 
fruitful fields, rivers meeting rivers by navi- 


gable canals, and our innumerable ſhips, wav- 
ing their ſtriped pendents « over all oceans, and 
in every diſtrict of the globe? ? What elſe can 


: prevent our ſeeing, beforehand, future uni- 
5 verſities founded, and amply endowed ; fu- 
ture WasninGToNs riſing to defend; future 
Apdamsts to illuminate their country; and a 

genuine and rational Chriſtianity, riſing ſu⸗ 


| perior to malignity, and 7 5 to moral- 


_ +32e, and felicitate the whole? 


Let none talk, then, of its having been 


better for us to have remained mere colonies. 


LLet us ſpurn ſuch narrow, and inglorious con- 
ceptions. Feeling that we ARE, let us reſolve 


that we wILL BE a Nation, and never loſe ight 
of the moment which gave us birth, nor of 
the illuſtrious characters, who led the way, 
in the adventurous flight, from the wing of 


deluſive protection, to i on our own 
| anos as we pleaſed. 


But ſee, ſay. the lukewarra advocates, or 
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whither you are now. en See "PAY the. 
more. prudent calculations of the wiſer. ſort - 


are about to be realized. „See how. you. have, 5 


been tortured by one nation, and are now 
the mere ſport and plaything of another. | 
Obſerve your commerce broken, your nation- 


al dignity precipitated down to the deepeſt 


degradation, and your country like to be aſ- 
failed by the irreſiſtible phalanxes of an all 
conquering Republic. Obſerve to what your 


revolution has given birth, in the maſſacres 
of revolution upon revolution in Europe, and 
the colliſion of parties, the increaſe of corrup- 


tion, and the blaſt of calumniating 0 


in the United States themſelves. 33 


We ſhould be unwilling to admit, from 
theſe ſu ggeſtions, a concluſion diſhonorable 
to our Independence, or extenſively ſo to our 
country ; nor ſhall we, without the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial evidence. We deny, t that we gave 
example, or furniſhed patronage, to that end- 
leſs ringing of changes, which is heard on the 
other ſide of the Atlantic; or to that reſtleſs 


ſpirit of faction, which pollutes the ſtreams - 


of our own. . proſperity. 


E "4 32 4 | 


>UDil . 395 
g N impatient of a rational. obedience ; 3. 


bs: C2 
Was ne delight in blood; Aitewas not anfdel 
averſion: $, or ' unbounded libertiniſm, which 
impelled us to take our ſtand, and: retain it. 
It was the principle of ſelf preſervation.” 4c 


was the genuine love of our country, taking 1 


ſuch a ſtep with reluctance, and'counteraCting 
athoufand oppoſite attachments. It was cru- 
l ' neceſſity.” And are the factious among 
-outſelves, the demagogues of a party, or the 
retailers of their infidelity, and calumny; are 
theſe the legitimate children of our country, 
as an independent, and conſolidated Republic? 2 
| Wine? * They ire 4 ſpurious offspring: © Like 
| they have e a Wee and unſold 


4 1 cnery e make e fats and wie? 
Uke the leaves in autumn. n NDS 
| And are not the public arrangements o 
tions, ea] a] el «fair and honorable vt | 


fre dan an erung ng th 
order of che world, that ours has been uni- 
« ty the fufferirig; and the pacific lot.” We 
been merely the objects of aggreftion; 
on, itidecd, which would haveprovok- 
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ed any other ſoyereignty on earth to a violent 
retaliation. We have been. ſpoiled of our 
Property, when purſuing a fair, and nei 5 
commerce. The very power from which we 
revolted, in a moment of temporary ſucceſs, 
groundleſsly indignant at our partialities for 


the French nation, then ſtruggling for liber- 


ty; partialities which we confeſs as general, 


and fervent, but righteous; broke in upon 
our honeſt trade, and ingloriouſly ſtripped us 
of the earnings of our toil, and enterpriſe. 


But, extenſive as theſe violations of our prop- 
erty were, though reſolvedly tenacious of the 
_ rights and dignity. of an independent govern- - 

ment, we did not immediately gird on the 
| {word of vengeance, as the Madiſons, the 
| Gileses, and Livingſtons of the country, would 
have had us done. We did not, without the 
more moderate means of, negociation, ruſh | 
t once, and precipitately, into the ocean of 
carnage. With greater wiſdom, and more 
diſpaſſionate policy, we firſt talked with our 
oppreſſor. We demanded indemnity, and ob- 
tained it. Our differences we ſettled, by a 
bloodleſs accommodation, and an amicable 
adjuſtment. Som. 


e en to us 
an 


> 

an exceſſive Cnfbility, = that, 3 in this in. in- 
ow we diſhonored ourſelves, by ſervile | 
_ conceſſions. To them we anſwer, that, if to 
ut the part of firmneſs, mingled with mode» 

ration, be to be diſhonored, we were diſnon- 

ored. Let the lovers of an Engliſh war take 
that ſide of the queſtion, if they chooſe it. 
Facts, which no reaſoning can nen, 
| n — at once, our e, 
our policy. Su 
_ Short, alas, much too ſhort, was the! inter- 5 
| val of our repoſe. No ſooner had we repel- 
led the attacks, which were made on us on 
the one hand; than we were aſſailed, with 
more intolerable, and ungrateful annoyance, - 

on the other. The French Republic, to 
whom we had been fo warmly, and ſo gener- 
ouſly partial, even in days when her ſtruggle 
was moſt convulſive; when her political fate 

hung in the poize of exceſſive danger, 
than of uncertainty ; when ſhe had not even 
put herſelf into the poſture of an orderly ex- 
iſtence; a Republic, which has heretofore 
taken us by the hand, with expreſſions of pe- 
_ culiar fraternity; which has ordered our col- 

ors to bang ſuſpended in 2 chamber of 
Hi C her 


up, proud with recent victory, and vaunting 
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made inroads upon” ws, of de molt 


frequently given us the ve 


Hance ; forgetting her yows, and her friend- 


an the preeminence of her martial glory, has 


| 05 committed the he moſh predatory ravages 0 on 


dur countrymen; ai contemplated thee: entire 


exciſion of our government. Relinquiſhing, 


totally, her firſt oſtenſible; and, as I imagine, 


real object, LIBERTY; and, in her internal 


agitations, having joſtled out, or ext run 


Fayettes, and her Barthelemys; exalted, al- 
moſt to madneſs, by libertine ſentiments, and 


-accumulated power, the has become, not on- 
Iy to others, but to us, the haughty aggreſ 
Sporting with the firſt principles of . 
inſatiable, beyond all decency ; not ah: 


to n enn "wal the moſt fro bar- 


e eee really reſpedting! ang 


but the e ratio um; e eee 
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it would not eomport with the nature of the = 


preſent, buſineſs; were I able to deſcend to a 


— United en mee a 


plaints, as the ground of diſpleaſure, have 


been brought forward, by the French Miniſ- 
ters. But, were ur. well medi Sv : 


they be ſubſtantiate 
* would they all be 1 to the — Jor- 
did, contemptible, revolutipnizing act of A- 


Pros cn Feria gf un Le 


wavering. on . to nin r 5 


„ 
nf * 
- ts 
, k 
* * 4 * 25 
. , . c rr e «AB? eee Lf v6 8 d 


mY — 


n 


— « — — 
8 — en a 
— l 


n hs. = 
33 OY OO ET IR 


20 


: while g renero! 10 foſtered i in the Waden of the 
country, utterly to ſubvert its moſt invalua- 
ble intereſts? But theſe complaints, it ap- 
pears to me, and I think the opinion will be 

ſupported by the ſuffrages of all men of can 
dor, have been ſhewn, by Mr. Pickering, Mꝛr. 

Harper, and our Envoys to the French Re- 
public, to have no foundation. Our eſcape 

from war, by the treaty of London, which 
has made ſuch noiſe on each fide of the At- 
lantic, has been drawn into view; as peculiar- 
ly offenſive, and as the princip and juſti- 
fying reaſon of French depredations. Go, 
ſays the haughty Directory, a body of 2 . 
pots, now the concentration of all authority 
in France, and as ambitious, and i imperious, 1 

 _ as Louis the XIVth, at leaſt; go, and undo 

the contracts, into which you have entered, 

| without adviſing with us, with the cabinet of 
St. James's, and then we will talk with you. 

But not a word before. What, then ! are 
ve amenable, in the management of our pub- 
lie intereſts, to the Directory of France? 
Have we no right to negociate terms of ſecuri- 
eg wa without the conſent of this 
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: e opinion may be onde: of this 
treaty with the Court of London; whether, 


ciples. It is evident, from her making out 
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| denen Aajabliz 2 2 M alt our 8 
anſactions be ſubjected to ber ſcrutiny, before 5 


go into effect? May ae not be at 
ith a formidable — without Oe 


aviths. whole, it have been. a judicious, or an 
hcious political meaſure, one thing is 
un, has it cannot be the leaſt juſtifica- 


tion of French aggteſſions. Becauſe there is 


a ſpecific clauſe, in that treaty,” which utter- 
ly excludes its eee in caſes interfering 
with preexiſting t But, that this is 


not the cauſe of the injuries heaped on us, 


even in the feelings of France herſelf, is evi- 


dent, from innumerable poſterior events. It 
is evident, from her correſpondent treatment 


of other ce nations. It is evident, from 


all her revolutionizing meaſures. - It is evi- 


dent, from her policy, and her avowed prin- 


under 5 ag ations — to 
5 3 in pee or turned out in It, 
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Is this di police, (for 1 ns — 
it n no ene name abi nher diſ- 

poſition, which is interdicting all m- 
merce of Europe, and drairing ts 
of ſurrounding 'eountribarades is this, which 
directs her elandeſti ae intrigues , and her pub 
lic eee And i ivehis, which — | 
minious LibjeRions: It is: 6 

bring thee to tell a tale of woe, to 
Genoa, Holland, and Switzerland, as thy ſor- 
rowing ſiſters, unleſs thou haſt a will to be 

| orga ona wad d unleſs enn preſerve 
thee. H ü 1050 TP 
- How mild, e Sed amicable, 
how condeſcending, ontheother hand, has been 

our own. government? Diſliking war, 'reluc- 
tant to retaliate, fond of x e and ne, 


— 


SFA one he 7 I 


> EI I ENT a ST 


4 — VEE" ” " * n "REL 
E i 2 Soares gy — ined - > 46 — g 
7 7 


rn 


= 2 * * * * N 9 
— DSS — 


a fair neutrality, we have again { ug fit 
7 ———_— by negocts 
ace dating. Not ſatiaſied wath um- 


5-with ese 


of one — nor eee repulſive 


manner, in which he has been treated; we 
have ſent a triumvirate of Miniſters, clothed 
Wirkt adequate powers, and inſtructed to 5 


ad to every point of pacification, of which 5 


our national dignity can poſſibly admit; 


while, with unparalleled forbearance, we are 
ſuſtaining injuries, without meaſure, and 
without redreſs. But, lo l what obſtacles are 
raiſed to fruſtrate our meaſures, and to throw 
us into utter deſpondeney, with reſpect, both 
to national redreſs, and repoſe't Our Minif- 
ters, forſooth, are called upon to depofit a 


douteur of fifty. thouſand pounds ſterling ; 
and to ahandon to the uncertain, and proba- 


bly fallacious, , reſponſibility of Holland re- 


ſeriptions, ; thirty millions of. florins -more, 


AY government.0f | ane, _— even 


5 — extenſive: 
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. ceign to 5 hear © our e complaints. „ebe quot 


ſhes not, ey to vindicate tlie 
Aaggreſſions of his government z and, while he 
diſſembles a fair exterior, kar mn by 
hats agen t of anization in ou 


- La attempt: to Aer. n Gan 9 gov- 
ernment, and to throw them into convul. 


gocĩations are going forward; meditating, like 
Judas Iſcariot, to betray, and deſtroy us, by 
the luſcious embrace of the moſt inſatiable 


rapacity. Here, indignity becomes inſupport- 
"_y ang French ee wy e e to be 
8 42 ſubjefts Ei MW 3 and 
loans, as ſuggeſted by the agents of the French govern- 


ment, and detailed by our Miniſters, the Orator has not 


| _ deſcended; becauſe they were not of eaſy comprehenſion 


to him, and are, in his view, of no great moment. The 


"queſtion is, Whether we ſhall add to the immenſe ſpoli- 


ations, and inſults, we have already ſuſtained, a volunta- 


ry payment, to a large amount, for the unſpeakable mer- 


cy of eſcaping being rent to pieces, under the Harpy fangs 


of this aſpiring government ? It is not material, in what 


mode this payment is made. Though this is a hard con- 


dition, it is no more than hat we ought to be compel- 


led to perform, if we will liſten to it half an inſtant. 
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25 
4 4 Will TEARS no rial! in 4 
detail ſo eee Þ to the true borer poo ib- 
erty. E | $13 
This view of thinge eenms to me to . 
in the condlufion, that we ought 1 to refer the 
origin of our calamities, to the perverſenefs 
of our adverſaries, and not to any departure 
from prudence, or duty, in our own political 
arrangements; and that we may, and ought, 
neten ding, to celebrate the birth of our 
Nation, and rally round the ſtandards of out 
national government, this day, without bluſ- 
ing. Our Independence, i in its origin, in its 
operations, and in its. effects, ſtands com- 
pletely exonerated, may I not ſay? from ev- 


- wy imputation. That our government, or 


its adminiſtrations, are without an error, we 


doc not contend; But, its adverſaries, from 


Without, and from within, may be 'challeng- 
Fo to produce a notorious evil in ether. 
Let us, then, Fellow Citizens, careſs our 

national Independence; and reſolve, with 

8 Vun hands, and ſolemn appeals to almigh- | 

| ion, that we will not part with it. 

Have we not reaſon to value it as highly, 

as o when we fought on the plains of Sara 

7 toga? 
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toga? And are we not ſummoned to be as 


ſolicitous to wreſt it out of the hands of 
French, as of Engliſh Deſpots? 0 


We have now arrived, my Countrymen, 


to an awful, a moſt intereſting, a moſt ſeri- 
ous. criſis. Defeated in our attempts to ne- 
gociate an accommodation with the French 


government, we ſeem. to be left, or, at 


to be rapidly approximating, to the only al- 


ternative of war. It 


ears, that all our 


patriotiſm, our wiſdom, and our valor, are to 
be ſummoned to a moſt ſerious trial. It ap- I 
| pears, that we are to be reduced to the neceſ- 


ſity, either of reſigning, our Independence, or 


of conſenting to defend it. Which ſhall * | 


chooſe ? With ſuch a precious object in view, 


on the ſecurity of which the felicity of un- 
born millions ſo intimately depends; the 


dear purchaſe. of years of public ſuffering; 


for which WARREN, MonTGOMERY, MtR- 
CER, and thouſands of our intrepid country- 
men, have bled; and for which the boſom of 
female tenderneſs has ſo often heaved with 

maternal, and conjugal fighs ; what is our du 
ty ? Is there one perſon in this houſe, is there 

one perſon} in all New En 1 or 8 5 
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eat che whole extent of the United States, 


who will heſitate what deciſion to make? Is 
ary" one individual to be found, who will 


iguominiouſly withhold his property, or his 


life, when ſo ſe en . . 
ain at . 
eee recite to ou a « riley 
| km an eminent Civilian.x The law of 
Gop no leſs enjoins a whole nation, to take 
care of their preſervation, 'than tt does pri- 
vate men. It is, therefore, 5 juſt, that they 
ſhould employ force againſt thoſe, who, de- 
5 claring themſelves their enemies, violate the 
la of ſociability towards them, refuſe them 
their due, ſeek to deprive them of their ad- 
 vantages, and even to, deſtroy them. It is, 
therefore, for the good of ſociety, that peo- 
ple ſhould be able to repreſs the malice, and 
efforts of thoſe, who ſubvert the foundations 


of it; otherways the human ſpecies would 


become the victims of robbery, and licen- | 


tiouſneſs; for the right of making war, is; | 
properly ſpeaking, the-moſt-powerful means 
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that the ſovercign, in in whoſe hands the Pater- 
eft of che whole ſociety is lodged, has a right 
_t make war; but, if it be ſo, we muſt, of 


„allow him the right of employi 


.! „ 


muſt grant him the power of levying troops. 
and obliging them to perform the moſt dan- 


gerous duties, even at the peril of their lives. 


And the obligation under which ſubjects are, 


in this reſpect, is ſo rigorous, and ftrong, 


chat, ſtriftly ſpeaking, no man can be ex- 


empted from taking up arms, when his coun- 
try calls upon him for his aſſiſtance; and his | 
n . eſrwane 


ſuch a perſon any longer in the ſociety. 


- Having taken this review of the ſs 


having vindicated the attachments you ought 


mil, and with as great zeal as ever, to enter- 
tain for your Independence,” and for your 


Country z and pointed you to that ſtation of 


valorous, and determined reſiſtance, which 


though I can claim no preeminence in wiſ- 


| dom; wo lolicit your attention to a few in- 
dereſting, practical, and prudential principles, 
which are intimately connected with our du- 


"ol 


—— 


ty. 24 our ſafety, as „ a individuals, and, AS; 19 


doommunity. 


A reſolute defeats of our . dl 


unt the unbounded violences of France, 


by reſorting to arms, when regularly ſame 
moned by the voice of our government, by 

no means comprehends all that we have to 
do, as good citizens. There ate, in connec- 
tion with this, other points of duty, which 
the preſſure of circumſtances renders equally 


© indifpenſable, andobligatory. _ _ ,. 


And, firſt;: Does it not behove us, ok « 
pecially at. this criſis, when the ſpirit of in- 
trigue is ſo inſinuating, when faction is ſo 
daring, and convulſions are ſo frequent, to 

extend the eye of the moſt unremitted vigi- 
lance, over our eſtabliſhed, and fortunate 
Conſtitution of Government ? The abſolute 
neceſſity of a judicious, and permanent form 
of government, uſually denominated a Con- 
ſtitution, as the grand bulwark of Liberty, is 
among the radical principles of a rational 
Juriſprudence, A conſtitution of govern- 
ment, is the primitive conſent of the propl, 
in the mode of their political exiſtence; and 
- bs; therefore, the cream of freedom. Being 


*. fi 


30 
che concentration of ebote: authority, Sich 


in a free government, is paramount to all 


other, nay, the comprehenſion of all author- 


| Uy; it determines the limits of all public 
tranſactions, is the baſis of all law, and a 
conſtant check againſt every act of uſurpa- 


tion. It is the anchor of the political veſſel, 


without which, ſhe is liable to be driven, 
convulſed, and overwhelmed in the billows 


of faction. A government, without a con- 
ſtitution, muſt be a deſpotiſm. It muſt be 
a government of the exiſting ſupreme power; 


whether in the hands of one, or of many, is 
ol no moment; and not a government of law. _ 
It muſt exclude all ſyſtem, and confidence; 
and is, therefore, deſtructive of the very ob- 
ject it profeſſes to purſue, the happineſs of 


the people. A. conſtitution, on the other 
hand, to which all poſterior laws are reduci- 
ble ; and which holds all departments, and 


officers, and even the legiſlative aſſembly it- 


ſelf, under a wholeſome control ; which, 
therefore, is the ſupreme voice of the people, 


ever pronouncing, « Hitherto ſhall ye come, 


and no farther,” as it is the guarantee of the 


1 77 , 18 br * of public con- 


fidence. 
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8 It conſolidates the ſociety, inſtead | 


of rending it aſunder; and gives that-pecu- 
lar energy to public meaſures, which expe- 
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iſh hiſtory will obtrude on the mind; from a 
| than — facts, the evidence f 


this political theory. In the Engliſh govern- 
ment, through 3 its whole progreſs, preroga- 
3 and the rights of the 


| Commans, which 0 


ſtitutior 1 Hither, 11 eee ies to trace 


the peculiar; wiſdom; of our own. country, 


which has determined, that the very firſt ſtep 
art gent, is the deliberate, and 
| voly nity eſtabliſhment of a form of govern- 
ment. The excellency of that particular con- 


- ſtitution, which has become the bond of our 


8 rated; eee cavilling. | This i is our chief 
national glory, and the predictive oracle of 


our future greatneſs... We may depend 
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| ſtitute what public ib- 
rty. exiſts, have. been ſecured, almoſt only, 
| reſor ting to, confelſed, and 


it, therefore, that the enemies of our Happi- 
neſs; foreign and domeſtic, will level all their 
— machinations to deſtroy it. And need I ob. 
ſerve, chat ſymptoms of deſigns, of this na- 
ture, have actually exiſted? Have we not 
been witneſſes to the moſt flagi ious attempts, | | 
to break through che outworks, and gradual. 
15 to undermine the foundations, of this bul- 
 wark of our ſecurity ? So long as this is pre- ; 
ſerved inviolate, my Fellow Citizens, we are 
ſafe; but, the moment this is wreſted fromm 
us, we are undone. Let us, then, faſten the 
ee, Cs jealou fy on the man, who! In. , 
4 againſt this paladam of our public 
Let us confider, what freedom a foreign na- 
tion has uſed with exterior governments. e 
us conſider the crafty nature of her policy; 
ho artfully, but deſtructively, its poiſori 
is transfuſed; and ſtand abreaſt, by pru- 
_ dence, as well as TT f ede | 
n e 1 1 
- "9a 4 Boch it noybthove us m d 
| ſelves; entirely, of all corruptive foreign in- 
fluenee; of all groundleſs predilection for, or 
en, againſt, this mien, © or the other? 


| . We 


ol wo public 


res and direct ce 


iſſues 1 in à ſervile adoption of foreign prin- 
piles, and manners. * lays us open co 
intrigue r „ and to a di 


8 auen us to an inundation of imp * 
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| multitud Pais, proper” ad. 
1 rn to we rights of their country ; and 
forge " has ſeduced to a traitorous imitation 
old. Nor is this iufluence confin- 
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1 A maxim, which a modern uſurp- 


atign us, evidently placed; at the head of «its 
politic — Vet us then feel tlie impor- 


tance . W e e 177555 vaſt 
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forts, however infthkous x or. that the people 


of the United: States, can eder be — 


de eee, folly r ſuppoſing that they, 
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«Finally OE ns ren nog . . 
deep reſpect for the infinite moral Governor of 
the world; cultivate an unalterable reverence | 
for the inſtitutions of his worſhip ; and adopt, 
in our practice, that virtue, which the laws of 
the univerſe preſcribe ;/ giving full credence to 
the maxim of wiſdom, that Righteouſneſs | 
exalteth a nation ; but, that fin is the re- 
proach of ly people.” Under his auſpices, 
we may gird on the armor of a reſolved ſelf 
defence, and reſt confident, that nothing can 
deſtroy us, but our crimes, or that divided 
cowardice, which is prepared to reſign the 
moſt enviable enjoyments, liberty, property, 
_ conſcience, yea, the laſt drainings of the cup 
of comfort, to the mandate of a mercileſs ty- 
| rant, A comrdice, which, thanks to Provi- 


dence, 
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